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Book by Blofeld, John

If you are fascinated with the past then reading this book will be worthwhile. True it is the life of a

man with money and position enough to have the best life possible in the 1930's in China. The book

gives incite as to what that time was like. I enjoyed it a lot. But not everyone's life in the book was

happy. You kind of get the story from someone who had it easy, could come and go, and was not a

woman, or a displaced Russian. It's worth a look.

for those interested in the history of west meets east via Buddhism, this book will fascinate. reveals

much lived detail of a lost culture of privilege and excess in pre-mao China. Kind of a 'Six Chapters

of a Floating Life' from a westerner, before his florescence into a Buddhist scholar. Blofeld's other

bio 'The Wheel of Life' takes up that story.

I cannot say enough about this book, and all John Blofeld's books. For those of us in the West, John

Blofeld is a wonderful witness on site during the last gasp of classical Chinese Taoism and

Buddhism before the Cultural Revolution. The publisher really needs to step up and get these books

into digital form to ensure they are accessible in the inevitable post-paper era.
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